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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on October 
1 , 2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 44 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Minari et al. 
(US-Pat No: 6,809,831 B1 ) and further in view of Harvey et al. (Us-pat No: 6,51 9,568) 

Claim 44: A printing system control method using a print control server, (Minari 
discloses a print control system in which an information processor is connected to a 
plurality of printers, a print job that includes a plurality of instructions and print data 
associated with the plurality of instructions are received from a network, see Abstract) 
Minari do not teach the at least one print system and a distributor terminal which 
communicate with each other through a network, however Harvey in Col 4, lines 22-37, 
Harvey, discloses that the data server communicates with multiple remote delivery site 
computers for the simultaneous display of the oilfield data in near real time at the 
multiple delivery site computers in response to the workflow order. Harvey in Col 4, lines 
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61-65, Harvey discloses that the data server comprises a global communications 
network ("web") data server capable of transmitting oilfield data in near real-time to the 
multiple remote delivery site computers via a global communications network. Harvey 
also in (Col 19, lines 21-54, Harvey states that the print application server 125 sends a 
print request to a specified Product Delivery Center (PDC). Therefore, for the motivation 
to achieve the applicant's invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to employ Harvey's invention and to 
consider data successfully 'delivered' when it is incorporated smoothly into the client's 
domain and is available for immediate use and decision-making. T he printing system 
control method comprising: 

-transmitting a request for a setup hypertext markup language (HTML) file from the 
distributor terminal to the print control server; (In the network of WWW, it is presumed 
that a hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP) which is a standard protocol is used in 
communication between the host computer and the printer. Therefore, in the network of 
WWW, the identification of printers is carried out by a uniform resource locator (URL) 
address. The URL address is converted into an internet address by a service such as a 
domain name system (DNS). In the case where URL is not used, a name assigned to 
the printer is converted into an internet address by a service such as DNS. Col 2, lines 
54-67 and col 3, lines 1-5, Minari) 

-transmitting the setup HTML file, from the print control server to the distributor terminal; 
(In the network of WWW, it is presumed that a hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP) which 
is a standard protocol is used in communication between the host computer and the 
printer. Therefore, in the network of WWW, the identification of printers is carried out by 
a uniform resource locator (URL) address. The URL address is converted into an 
internet address by a service such as a domain name system (DNS). In the case where 
URL is not used, a name assigned to the printer is converted into an internet address by 
a service such as DNS. Col 2, lines 54-67 and col 3, lines 1-5, Minari) 
-transmitting print setup information and an electronic mail address for a user of the 
print system f rom the distributor terminal to the print control server; (sending e-mail 
messages to a computer server as specified in the workflow order, converting data 
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using a data conversion function as required in the workflow order or sending a 
hardcopy request to a product delivery center. Col 5, 42-48, Harvey) 
-storing the electronic mail address at the print control server; (FIG. 2 is a block diagram 
showing a functional configuration of the host computers 101,1 02. In a memory 201 , 
an operating system OS, a control program, a control data, an application program, etc. 
are stored. A controller 202 controls the under mentioned portions on the basis of 
programs, data, etc. stored in the memory 201 , an application 203 utilized by a user is 
executed by the controller 202. Col 2, lines 64-67 and col 3, lines 1-30, Minari) 
-generating control information and a browsing HTML file at the print control server, 
wherein the browsing HTML file is for displaying image data which is associated with 
the print setup information; (application receives a print request from the user, the print 
job object is generated by the print job generator, and next it the generated print job 
object is sent to the printer by the print job transmitter. (Col 5, lines 28-32, Minari) 
wherein the image data is provided by a user of the distributor terminal and is 
stored at the print control sever; and wherein the user of the print system can browse 
the browsing HTML file: (Fig.4 and he data delivery system (FIGS. 1,10) periodically 
copies log data files (DLIS and PDS) from the central data hub 16 to the data 
management center 14 with its archive system using a communications protocol, such 
as the transfer express protocol, together with a descriptive text file. The log database 
receiver in the data management center 14 processes then parses the description file 
to retrieve log data files to be loaded and archived. During the auto loading and 
archiving process, the database system continually updates a Hypertext Mark-up 
Language (HTML) report, which the operator at the delivery site 12 consults via the 
central data hub 16. Col 13, lines 45-60) and (The end user, via a standard web 
browser, interacts with the central data hub web pages hosted by web server 111. The 
web server may be an Internet Information Server (IIS) which is a group of Internet 
servers (web, HTTP, FTP and Gopher) that operate with Microsoft's Windows NT 
server operating server, or the like. These web pages on the web server 1 1 1 make 
use of the Interface executable 112 which in turn relies on a database (such as Oracle) 
1 13 to determine what to present to the user, and to store the commands specified by 
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the user. For example, a user will prepare an order to initiate some data delivery 
operations and the user interacts via the web pages, the list of available data delivery 
options presented to the user is derived from information stored in the database. When the 
user builds a data delivery order, the description of the order is stored in the database as 
well 113. At some point the user is satisfied with the information contained in the delivery 
order, and decides to submit it for processing. (Col 18, lines 30-48) 

-transmitting a uniform resource locator of the generated browsing HTML file, from the 
print control server to the electronic mail address; sending e-mail messages to a 
computer server as specified in the workflow order, converting data using a data 
conversion function as required in the workflow order or sending a hardcopy 
request to a product delivery center. Col 5, 42-48, Harvey) 
-transmitting a request for the browsing HTML file, from the print system to the print 
control server; (application receives a print request from the user, the print job object is 
generated by the print job generator, and next it the generated print job object is sent to 
the printer by the print job transmitter. (Col 5, lines 28-32, Minari) 
transmitting the browsing HTML file from the print control server to the print system; 
browsing the browsing HTML file at the print system; (In the network of WWW, it is 
presumed that a hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP) which is a standard protocol is used 
in communication between the host computer and the printer. Therefore, in the network 
of WWW, the identification of printers is carried out by a uniform resource locator (URL) 
address. The URL address is converted into an internet address by a service such as a 
domain name system (DNS). In the case where URL is not used, a name assigned to 
the printer is converted into an internet address by a service such as DNS. Col 2, lines 
54-67 and col 3, lines 1-5) 

-determining whether an execution of print has been instructed an at the print system; 
(The received workflow order at the central data hub computer is then executed. If the 
task parameters are valid, the task is submitted for dispatch which comprises loading 
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the description of the workflow order, breaking the workflow order into at least one task 
containing task parameters and task dependencies, if task dependencies are satisfied 
dispatching the task for execution, executing the task and monitoring task status. (Col 6, 
lines 17-25, Harvey) 

-wherein if an execution of print instructed , then an operation is performed, (The 
received workflow order at the central data hub computer is then executed. If the task 
parameters are valid, the task is submitted for dispatch which comprises loading the 
description of the workflow order, breaking the workflow order into at least one task 
containing task parameters and task dependencies, if task dependencies are satisfied 
dispatching the task for execution, executing the task and monitoring task status. (Col 6, 
lines 17-25, Harvey), the operation comprising: 

-transmitting a request for print information, including the generated control information, 
from the print system to the print control server; transmitting the control information and 
the image data from the print control server to the print system; and executing a printing 
operation at the print system. (In FIG. 1 , as shown by an arrow A, a print job object 1 1 0 
is first Transferred from the host computer 101 to the print controller 103 of the printer 
107. Then, in the case where print processing based on the print job object is not 
suitable for the printer 107, or in the case where an obstacle occurs during the print 
processing, as shown by an arrow B, the print job object 1 10 is transferred from the 
printer 107 to the printer 108. Consequently, in the printer 108, the print processing 
based on the print job object 1 10 is continued. Col 3, lines 6-15) and (Print job attribute 
section 502 that stores the print job attributes displayed on the set screen shown in FIG. 
2 or set on the set screens and other print job attributes and a print data section 503 
that stores print data output by the output units 105 and 106 based on the attributes. 
(Col 4, lines 16-27, Minari) 

-transmitting the control information and the image data from the print control server to 
the print system; transmitting the control information and the image data from the print 
control server to the print system; and executing a printing operation at the print system. 
(In FIG. 1 , as shown by an arrow A, a print job object 1 10 is first transferred from the 
host computer 101 to the print controller 103 of the printer 107. Then, in the case where 
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print processing based on the print job object is not suitable for the printer 107, or in the 
case where an obstacle occurs during the print processing, as shown by an arrow B, the 
print job object 1 10 is transferred from the printer 107 to the printer 108. Consequently, 
in the printer 108, the print processing based on the print job object 110 is continued. 
Col 3, lines 6-15) and (Print job attribute section 502 that stores the print job attributes 
displayed on the set screen shown in FIG. 2 or set on the set screens and other print 
job attributes and a print data section 503 that stores print data output by the output 
units 105 and 106 based on the attributes. (Col 4, lines 16-27) 
executing a printing operation at the print system, (transmitting the control information 
and the image data from the print control server to the print system; and executing a 
printing operation at the print system. (In FIG. 1, as shown by an arrow A, a print job 
object 1 10 is first transferred from the host computer 101 to the print controller 103 of 
the printer 107. Then, in the case where print processing based on the print job object 
is not suitable for the printer 107, or in the case where an obstacle occurs during the 
print processing, as shown by an arrow B, the print job object 110 is transferred from 
the printer 107 to the printer 108. Consequently, in the printer 108, the print processing 
based on the print job object 110 is continued. Col 3, lines 6-15) and (Print job attribute 
section 502 that stores the print job attributes displayed on the set screen shown in FIG. 
2 or set on the set screens and other print job attributes and a print data section 503 
that stores print data output by the output units 105 and 106 based on the attributes. 
(Col 4, lines 16-27, Minari) 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mitra Kianersi whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3915. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cordone can be reached on (571) 272-3933. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Mitra Kianersi 
11/18/2008 

/Patrice Winder/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2445 



